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NEWMARKET - The introduction of the Clean Water Act is an important step toward ensuring
safe drinking water for all Ontarians and Conservation Ontario is encouraged by the
government’s support of source water protection planning.

“While we haven’t examined it in detail, we are pleased that the government has maintained its
commitment to introduce legislation this session,” said Peter Krause, Chair of Conservation
Ontario, the organization that represents Ontario’s network of 36 Conservation Authorities.

“Water is critical to all aspects of our lives. Significant attention and resources are essential to
guarantee enough clean water for Ontarians now and in the future,” said Mr. Krause. “Our water
supply is not inexhaustible. We have an obligation to care for what we have.”

Conservation Authorities are this province’s leading watershed managers. Source Protection
legislation will provide an important framework on how best to protect sources of drinking water
such as rivers, lakes, streams and groundwater.

Since the tragedy at Walkerton in May 2000, Conservation Ontario and its member Authorities
have worked with the province and other stakeholders, including municipalities and the farming
community, to provide expertise in developing the best approach to source water protection.

Conservation Authorities currently deliver a variety of watershed management programs to
improve water quality, reduce flood and erosion damages, provide an adequate water supply,
protect natural areas and biodiversity, and provide environmental education to watershed
residents. Because they are structured on a watershed basis, Conservation Authorities are able to
co-ordinate and streamline local delivery of water management and source protection activities.
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Conservation Ontario represents the 36 Conservation Authorities in the province which are local,
community-based environmental organizations that manage natural resources with a particular
emphasis on water. The Conservation Authorities have a strong track record of partnering with
municipal, provincial and federal governments in developing practical solutions to watershed
issues.
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For more information on source water protection, including the Conservation Ontario Frequently
Asked Questions SWP Fact Sheet and background information, please see Conservation
Ontario’s website: www.conservation-ontario.on.ca

Or contact:

Don Pearson Peter Krause

General Manager Chair

Conservation Ontario Conservation Ontario

P.O. Box 11, 120 Bayview Parkway P.O. Box 11, 120 Bayview Parkway
Newmarket, ON L3Y 4W3 Newmarket, ON L3Y 4W3

(Office Tel) 905-895-0716 ext. 24 (Tel) 905-895-0716

(Cell phone) 905-717-0617

Email: dpearson@conservation-ontario.on.ca Email: pkrause@grandriver.ca

Source Water Protection Coordinator: Charley Worte
(Tel) 905-895-0716 ext 226 Cell: 519-217-2825
Email: cworte@conservation-ontario.on.ca

Marketing & Communications Specialist : Jane Lewington
(Tel) 905-895-0716 ext 222
Email: jlewington@conservation-ontario.on.ca
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